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FRANCIS AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH 
   Francis and Brother Elias were staying at Foligno. One 
night while they were sleeping, a priest of venerable 
appearance and great age dressed in white clothing 
appeared to Brother Elias, “Get up, Brother,” he said, “and 
tell Brother Francis that eighteen years have passed since 
he renounced the world and clung to Christ. He will 
remain in this life only two more years, then he will go the 
way of all flesh when the Lord calls him to Himself.” 
   After he had rested a few days in that place, knowing the 
time of his death was close at hand, he called to him two 
brothers, his special sons, and told them to sing “the 
praises of the Lord” with a loud voice and joyful spirit, 
rejoicing at his approaching death, or rather at the life that 
was so near. 
   There was a brother there whom the holy man loved 
with great affection. Seeing what was happening and 
realizing the saint was nearing the end, he grew very 
concerned about all the brothers and said; Oh kind father, 
your sons will now be without a father, and will be 
deprived of the true light of their eyes!  Remember the 
orphans you are leaving behind; forgive all their faults, 
and gladden them all, whether present or absent with 
your holy blessing.” The holy man answered: “See, my 
son, I am being called by God. I forgive all my brothers, 
present and absent, all their faults and offenses, and I 
absolve them insofar as I am able. When you give them 
this message, bless them all for me.” Then he asked for 
the Book of the Gospel to be brought in. He asked that the 
Gospel according to John be read to him starting with: Six 
days before the Passover, Jesus knowing that the hour had 
come for his to pass from this world to the Father.” Then 
he told them to cover him with sackcloth and to sprinkle 
him with ashes, as he was soon to become dust and ashes. 
   Many brothers gathered there for whom he was both 
father and leader. They stood there reverently, all 
awaiting his blessed departure and happy end. And then 
that most holy soul was released from the flesh, and as it 
was absorbed into the abyss of light, his body fell asleep in 
the Lord. 
   One of his brothers and followers saw the soul of the 
most Holy Father rise straight to heaven over many 
waters. It was like a star, but as big as the moon, with the 
brilliance of the sun, and carried up upon a small white 
cloud.    Thomas of Celano 
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Lady Poverty (part 2) 

Francis the Journey and the Dream  by Murray Bodo 

   In prayer, he did speak tenderly with Jesus, but that was 

not the same.  He wanted some companion, some friend he 

could see and reach out to and know that he was heard and 

understood.  Perhaps he wanted too much; inner peace of 

heart and love of God, and human companionship as well.  

But hadn't God said it was not good for us to be alone?  

Something that stirred in his consciousness—and seemed to 

come in muffled tones from the beginning of time—said 

that he could never be a hermit.  The gospel, the gospel life 

moved him.  Not Christ alone, but Christ and his disciples, 

Jesus of Nazareth and his little band of followers, witnessing 

together the “foolishness” and goodness of God. 

   One man alone was a poor sign of love.  People saw love 

in people who love, in people whose relationship with one 

another radiated a higher than human love.  A family of 

brothers caring about one another and witnessing to the 

world that love is possible would be like a rebirth of the 

primitive church that led the Romans to say,  “See how these 

Christians love an another.” 

   But now he was alone, a single, solitary man.  What did 

always console and encourage him, though, was that in his 

first dream there had been many shields on the walls of the 

castle.  Surely they were not all to be his.  They belonged to 

others who would join him some day, others who would 

come under the spell of his lady.  From his sojourn in the 

cave, he now knew that this lady was symbolic of the poor 

Christ, of chastity, of valor and courage, of chivalry and 

virtue and everything spiritual and fine.  But of all she was 

Lady Poverty.  To serve her was all his desire.  Lady 

Poverty!  To serve her was to be rich beyond imagining. 

   Lady Poverty was the symbol of the paradoxes of the 

gospel:  richness in poverty, life in death, strength in 

weakness, beauty in the sordid and shabby, peace in conflict 

and temptations, fullness in emptiness and, above all, love in 

detachment and deprivation.  She made everything rich 

beyond imagining. 

  If Lady Poverty were true to herself, she would also turn 

loneliness into companionship and sharing, one Francis 

could muster enough courage to give them up for her.  If he 

gave Lady Poverty his need for love and companionship, 

she would give them back to him.  Of that he was certain.  It 

only remained for him to act on that conviction.   

(Something to think about)  
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St. Otto’s Conference Room, 5 PM, September 11, 2018. 
   Members present: Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt and Sister 
Mary Ann Capizzo.  Excused:  Sue Zenzen. 
   Minister Jan Rybaski opened the meeting with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Sister Mary Ann had a 
reading from “Jesus Calling”.  Minutes of the last 
meeting were reviewed with one correction of the date 
of the Regional Visitation being October 9.  Approved 
as printed in the Herald. 
Treasurer’s  report: Balance 8-14-2018         $1,583.51 
Receipts:  Common fund                                       135.00 
                   India family fund                                    12.00 
                   Interest                                                            .06 
Ending balance 9-11-2018                               $1,730.57 
   Oasis Share a Meal- September 27, 2018 at First 
Lutheran Church.  Menu:  hamburger hot dish made 
by Jan Rybaski and Char VanRisseghem,  cole slaw by 
Kathy Hoffman Tax, bread by Sr. Mary Ann, spread by 
Janet Berendt and Patty Commerford, milk by David 
Czech and ice cream cups by Jan Rybaski.  Students of 
Father Pierz School of Religion will help serve and 
bring bars and cookies. 
   The Visitation will be at the October 9th gathering 
with a pot luck.  Tim and Kathy Taormina will conduct 
the Visitation.  Members are reminded to fill out and 
mail the Reflection questions before the Visitation. 
   Jan has been in contact with the two fraternities 
assisting us with the Spring Retreat at St. Francis 
Center next March 23, 2019.  A Franciscan Retreat 
scheduled for October 26-28 in Prior Lake requires a 
$30 non-refundable registration plus an additional 
$160.  Closing prayers from The Ritual at 5:50 PM. 
     Gathering in St. Otto’s Hearthside Room – 6 PM 
Members present:  Jan Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman Tax, 
Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, Patty 
Commerford, Elvira Stumpf, Karen Gross, and Sister 
Mary Ann Capizzo.  Excused:  Sue Zenzen, Pam Geyer 
and David Czech.  Absent: Rita Vosen.  Following a bag 
lunch, Minister Jan Rybaski opened the gathering with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Sr. Mary Ann read a recent 
homily by Father Michael Kwatera.  We offered prayer 
intentions.  Jan reviewed the council meeting. 
   There is a Franciscan Retreat in Prior Lake Oct. 26-
28.  Jan led Liturgy of the Hours.  Sr. Maurita 
accompanied our hymn with her guitar.  Gospel 
readings were read and discussed for Sunday, Sept. 
16.  Kathy led faith formation from the F.U.N Manual, 
‘Understanding Franciscan Theology, Tradition and 
Spirituality’ by Robert Fitzsimmons.  Closing prayers 
from The Ritual and Prayer of St. Francis at 8 PM. 
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Calendar of Events 
October 2018 
1st-birthday- Pam Geyer  
St Therese of the Child Jesus 
2nd-The Holy Guardian Angels 
3rd-birthday-Jan Rybaski 
4th-St Francis of Assisi 
9th- GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Pam Geyer 
Prayer-Seven Sorrows Rosary 
11th-St John XXIII 
15th-St Teresa of Jesus 
16th-St Margaret Mary Alacoque 
18th-St Luke 
20th-St Paul of the Cross 
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
St John Paul II 
26th-birthday- Lorraine Burns 
November 2018 
1st-All Saints Day-Holy Day of Obligation 
2nd-All Souls Day 
3rd-St Martin de Porres 
4th-Daylight Savings Time ends 
6th-Election Day 
10th-St Leo the Great 
12th-Veterans Day 
13th-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 6PM 
Prayer leader-Rita Vosen 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
St Frances Xavier Cabrini 
15th-St Albert the Great 
16th-St Margaret of Scotland, St Gertrude 
17th-St Elizabeth of Hungary 
21st-The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
22nd-Thanksgiving Day, St Cecilia 
25th-Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
30th-St Andrew 
 
 

 

Jesus, I trust in You! 

Pope John XXIII 

   Pope John XXIII was head of the Catholic 

Church and sovereign of the Vatican City State 

from 28 October 1958 to his death in 1963 and 

was canonized on 27 April 2014. Angelo 

Giuseppe Roncalli was the fourth of fourteen 

children born to a family of sharecroppers who 

lived in a village in Lombardy. He was 

ordained to the priesthood on 10 August 1904 

and served in a number of posts, as nuncio in 

France and a delegate to Bulgaria, Greece and 

Turkey. In a consistory on 12 January 1953 

Pope Pius XII made Roncalli a cardinal as the 

Cardinal-Priest of Santa Prisca in addition to 

naming him as the Patriarch of Venice. 

 


